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VICKSBURG, MISS., September 27, 2004 -- The U.S. Army Corps 

Valley Division (MVD), has close to 80 employees deployed as part

military personnel deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan supporting the G

Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Add to

MVD employees supporting hurricane recovery operations, and the

nation becomes clear.   

 

The MVD commands one of eight Corps civil works divisions.  Its 5,

offices and division headquarters is responsible for developing and 

dredging harbors and rivers for waterborne commerce, maintaining 

public, as well as undertakings that preserve, restore and enhance 

 

Because of the skills and expertise used during its day-to-day opera

major role when natural disasters or other emergencies occur.  The

expertise allows it to quickly assemble teams of engineering, constr

provide planning, design and management of projects and program

agencies and foreign governments. 

 

"Being deployed in this day and age is a common occurrence for m

Gen. Robert Crear, commander of the Mississippi Valley Division.  "

workforce that every mission they take on is accomplished above st
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300-person team in six district 

maintaining flood control systems, 
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environmental resources.   
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Those deployed personnel include a wide gamut of engineering specialties, water resources, biology, 

hydrology, real estate, security, contracting, public affairs and others.   From the beginning of the 

rebuilding of Afghanistan and Iraq, the Corps has had several important missions to include rebuilding 

the Afghanistan and Iraqi government infrastructure; restoring Iraqi oil and electricity; securing captured 

enemy munitions; building facilities to bed-down U.S. forces; and building training bases and facilities 

for the new Afghanistan and Iraqi government forces.  One of those MVD personnel involved in Corps 

missions is Charles Barton. 

 

“I was intent on deploying to Iraq from the time Iraqi Freedom began.  I don’t know of anything that is 

more rewarding than being able to support soldiers during contingency operations, “said Barton. “You 

live, eat, sleep and work with soldiers and you get to know them up close and personal.  The single 

thing that I was most struck with while in Iraq was the professionalism, dedication, and attitude of our 

young soldiers.  Men and women still in their teens- but mature far beyond their years.  How great to be 

part of an organization that lets its civilians deploy and be a part of the Real Army.” 

 

Since early 2004, additional work has come to the Corps for repair and construction of Iraqi 

Infrastructure.  Today, the Corps’ Gulf Region Division is undertaking the largest single mission in 

Corps history - a $12.6 billion (Supplemental-funded) construction management program - separate 

from the Military Construction program, currently at $400 million.    

 

The Corps is also assisting at least four different Iraqi Ministries through education and training 

programs at every level from executive to mid-manager to worker.   Hundreds of classrooms are being 

built or rebuilt in Afghanistan and Iraq by Corps personnel to support those government initiatives. 

 
In addition to the technical assistance USACE provides the U.S. Agency for International Development 

for their electrical mission, the Corps is also working with them to restore the southern Iraqi marshes 

drained by the previous regime. 

  

USACE deployed Forward Engineering Support Teams (FEST) supported the combat forces, then 

stayed on to do vital work repairing schools.  In their spare time, they collect badly needed supplies for 

the students - hospitals and public buildings.   Altogether, more than 470 Corps personnel are currently 

deployed to support these missions.   A total of more than 1,700 have deployed – some more than 

once.  
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And deployed employees are just the point of the spear.   The Corps also provides field commanders a 

link to stateside engineering expertise, with tele-engineering kits developed at the Engineer Research 

and Development Center, also located in Vicksburg.  If not for those professional employees that 

manage the Corps’ Civil Works mission on a daily basis, this expertise would not be available.    

   

Army Civil Works provides a training ground for Engineers in infrastructure skills essential for global 

war fighting.   Civil Works experience and history of support during natural disasters are proving 

invaluable in assisting the Interim Afghanistan and Iraqi government’s efforts to rebuild and update their 

infrastructure.   

 

Many people often wonder, why the Army Corps of Engineers gets involved in such things as dredging 

channels, operating locks and dams, building flood control projects, regulating wetlands, doing 

environmental restoration, etc.  But the civil works program has proven its worth from the Ohio and 

Mississippi rivers to the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. 

 

“We have men and women from the Corps and Mississippi Valley Division working side-by-side with 

free Afghans and Iraqis teaching engineering skills and building the infrastructure for the new 

Afghanistan and Iraq,” said Crear.  “Our only true stake in those missions is showing them what they 

can accomplish through their hard work and efforts for their country. 

 

“Having the capability to transport those skills we use in the Mississippi River Valley everyday across 

the globe is a benefit those nations receive and this nation can be proud of.”  

 

The Mississippi Valley Division is responsible for Corps water resources engineering programs in a 

370,000-square-mile area that includes portions of 12 states; its boundary extends from Canada to the 

Gulf of Mexico.  District offices are headquartered in St. Paul, Minn.; Rock Island, Ill.; St. Louis, Mo.; 

Memphis, Tenn.; Vicksburg, Miss.; and New Orleans, La.  

 

-30- 

 

 


	Multi-mission Mississippi Valley Division
	supporting the nation

