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News Release 

National Research Council Releases Report on R
River and Illinois Waterway Navigation

ASHINGTON, D.C. - The National Research Council has 
itial findings in their review of the U.S. Army Corps of Engi
fficiency and ecosystem restoration of the Upper Mississip

he NRC report offered both positive comments and areas 
asibility study. 

 welcome the comments of the NRC, and we will use their 
ontent of our study, ” said Lieutenant General Robert B. Flo
ngineers.  “ 

ndependent review is essential for large and controversial 
iver and Illinois Waterway navigation feasibility study to ins
nd process and to insure that the best available science an
onducting the study, “ Lt. Gen Flowers added.  “The NRC h
putation, and technical excellence to help the Corps achie
commendations.”   

t. Gen. Flowers indicated that  “the feasibility study will con
ollaborative effort and the Corps will seek the input of our c
ederal Principals Group, the states of Missouri, Iowa, Illino
e non-government organizations participating in the study

oncerns.” 

he Corps of Engineers requested the NRC review, which w
e feasibility study scheduled for the fall of in 2004.  The NR
ports that the NRC will produce in the course of the review

t. Gen. Flowers recognized that that “the NRC review is an
ommittee is still collecting and evaluating input to their revi
volve as the review and coordination continues.” 

formation about the NRC findings can be found at http://w
pper Miss study are at http://www2.mvr.usace.army.mil/um

-30- 
ontact:   
avid Hewitt     202-761-0289
avid.w.hewitt@usace.army.mil 

 
Ron Fournier     309-794-5274
ronald.f.fournier@usace.army.mil 
or Release at 9 a.m. 
ecember 11, 2003
eview on Upper Mississippi 
 Feasibility Study 

released a letter report on their 
neers feasibility study of navigation 
pi River and Illinois Waterway. 

of concern in addressing the 

input to improve the quality and 
wers, the Army’s Chief of 

studies like the Upper Mississippi 
ure the quality of the study analysis 
d engineering are applied in 
as the right combination of integrity, 
ve the best possible study and 

tinue to be conducted as a 
ooperating Federal agencies of the 
is, Wisconsin and Minnesota, and 
 process in addressing the NRC 

ill continue through completion of 
C letter report is the first of three 
.  

 ongoing process and the review 
ew.  The NRC findings are likely to 

ww.nas.edu/ and details about the 
r-iwwsns/ 
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