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 ON BOARD THE MOTOR VESSEL MISSISSIPPI, APRIL

Brig. Gen. Don T. Riley, president-designee of the Mississippi River

the twice-annual inspection trip at Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
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 The commission is comprised of seven Presidential-appointed commissioners, with the president of the 

commission wearing a dual-hat and also serving as the Commander, Mississippi Valley Division, U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers, in past years.  One of those long-serving commissioners, Mr. R.D. James, of New Madrid, 

Mo., received congratulations repeatedly by those speaking to the commission, on his reappointment by the 

President to another term on the commission. 

 

 The topics of those addressing the commission at this first stop focused primarily on flood control, 

environment and ecosystem management of the river, as well as the impacts of navigation restrictions on 

commerce.  Critical among those issues addressed were the St. Johns Bayou and New Madrid flood control 

projects. 

 

 Mr. Lloyd Smith, representing Congresswoman Joe Ann Emerson’s office, spoke to the commission 

about the need to balance the needs of endangered species with those of the human species. 

 

 “Flood protection is not flood control – it’s about protecting people,” said Smith. 

 

 Dr. Martha Ellen Black, director of the Susanna Wesley Family Learning Center, spoke to the 

commission on the impacts of flooding in the area from the “victims” standpoint.  To emphasize her points that 

the center’s interest in the St. John’s project has a victim’s element to it, she brought along and introduced her 

victims’ rights counselors to the commission. 
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 One of the more lengthy discussions with the commission focused on the impacts of low water on both 

the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers.  Mr. Michael Wells, director of the Missouri Department of Natural 

Resources, spoke at length of the ties between the two rivers, particularly in the area of commerce.  He assured 

the commission of Missouri’s intent to resolve the dilemma facing balancing the management of water release 

and water flow, citing specifically that there has to be a balance of all requirements for the river with no 

particular interest outweighing the others. 

 

 At the conclusion of the first public meeting, each of the commissioners addressed the audience, 

particularly citing the spirit of cooperation.  Brig. Gen. Riley assured the attendees that their voices and 

concerns would be heard up and down the river, citing the necessity to ensure that balance pointed out by many 

of the presenters. 

 

 “Many of you may not know that the motto of the Corps of Engineers is Essayons – Let us try,” said 

Riley.  “We also have an Army motto called ‘HOOAH!’  The essential message is that we are not in this alone, 

and it truly takes a nation to manage this great national treasure.” 

 

 Following the conclusion of the first public meeting, the MV Mississippi departed for New Madrid, 

Mo., while the commission toured many projects in the St. John’s and New Madrid area. 

 

 The commission holds its next public meeting today at Mud Island in Memphis. 
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