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MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION SCHEDULES
"LOW-WATER" INSPECTION TRIP

VI CKSBURG, M ss., August 1, 2001-- The M ssissippi River Conm ssion will conduct its
annual "lowwater" inspection trip on the M ssissippi River, August 12-23, 2001.

Si x public neetings have been schedul ed aboard the Mdtor Vessel M SSISSIPPI in
sel ected towns along the river so Comm ssion nmenbers have the opportunity to neet with
| ocal residents and hear their concerns, ideas and issues. The neeting places, dates and

times are as foll ows:

?? August 13 3:30 p.m LaCrosse, Ws., at the Riverside Park Dock

?? August 15 3:30 p.m Keokuk, 1lowa, at the Keokuk/Hubingers Landing
?? August 17 8:30 a.m St. Louis Md., at the City Front

?? August 20 8:30 a.m Menphi s, Tenn., at the Mud Island Park Landi ng
?? August 21 8:30 a.m Greenville, Mss., at the City Front

?? August 23 8:30 a.m Morgan City, La., at the City Front

All neetings are open to the public. Local interests are invited to present their
views and suggestions on matters affecting the water resources infrastructure needs in the
val l ey, including flood control and the M ssissippi River and Tributaries project,
envi ronnent al issues, recreation and navigati on.

The agenda for each public nmeeting will be as foll ows:
1. President of the Commi ssion will present a summary of national and regi onal issues
affecting the Corps of Engineers and Conmi ssion progranms and projects on the M ssissippi

River and its tributaries.

2. District Commander will present an overview of current project issues in the

respective district area.
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3. Local organizations and any nenbers of the public will have an opportunity to nmeke
presentations or offer views or coments on any issue affecting progranms or projects of
the Comm ssion and the Corps as noted above.

The MRC, organized in 1879, is conposed of seven nmenbers, each nom nated by the
Presi dent of the United States and confirnmed by the Senate. Three of the organization's
nmenbers are officers of the Corps of Engi neers; one nenber is fromthe National COceanic
and At nospheric Adm nistration; and three menbers are civilians, two of whom are civi
engi neers.

CGeneral duties of the Commi ssion include recommendati on of policy and work prograns,
the study of and reporting upon the necessity for nodifications or additions to the flood
control and navigation project, recomendati on upon any matters authorized by |law, and
maki ng sem -annual inspection trips. The duties of the Comm ssion, as established in 1879,
i ncluded the entire length of the Mssissippi River fromits headwaters at Lake I|tasca,

M nn., to Head of Passes, La., where the M ssissippi R ver enpties into the Gulf of
Mexi co.

Since authorization of the extensive MR&T Project on the lower river, the primry
focus of the Conmi ssion has been the alluvial valley of the M ssissippi River from Cape
G rardeau, M., to the Gulf of Mexico. The Conmm ssion usually inspects the |lower river and
hol ds public hearings twice each year, once in the spring during high water, and in late
sunmer or early fall during |low water. This inspection trip, beginning August 12, wll
i nclude the upper M ssissippi River, beginning at St. Paul, Mnn., and endi ng August 23 at
Morgan City, La.

The purpose of the public neetings is to nmaintain a dialogue, an exchange of
vi ewpoi nts and ideas flow ng between the public and the Corps. Presentations by the public
are made orally, but a copy of the remarks should be presented to the Commi ssion for the
of ficial record.
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(EDI TOR'S NOTE: Any nedia wi shing to conduct interviews with MRC nenbers are asked to be
on board 30 m nutes prior to beginning of public neeting.)
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