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MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION SCHEDULES
LOW-WATER INSPECTION TRIP

VI CKSBURG, M ss., July 29, 1999 -- Menbers of the M ssissippi R ver Conmm ssion
wi Il conduct their annual "lowwater" inspection trip on the M ssissippi and
At chaf al aya rivers, August 23 - Septenber 3, 1999.

Seven public neetings have been schedul ed aboard the Mtor Vessel M SSI SSI PPI
in selected towns along the river so nenbers of the Comm ssion can keep in
touch with local citizens and get first-hand feedback fromresidents. The
neeti ng places, dates and tines are as

fol | ows:
o August 24 8:30 a.m Wnona, Mnn., at Cty Front
e August 25 9:00 a.m Dubuque, lowa, at |ce Habor
e August 27 1:30 p.m Alton, IIl., at Melvin Price Locks and Dam
e« August 30 1:30 p.m New Madrid, M., at Cty Front
e« August 31 8:30 a.m Menphis, Tenn., at Gty Front

e Septenber 1 8:30 a.m Geenville, Mss., at Cty Front
o« Septenber 3 9:30 a.m Houma, La., at Cenac Tow ng Conpany Dock

Al nmeetings wll be open to the public. The agenda for each publicneeting
will be as foll ows:

1. President of the Comm ssion will present a sunmary of national andregi onal
I ssues affecting the Corps of Engi neers and Conm ssion prograns and projects
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on the MsSsIsSSIppl Rver and 1ts tributarl es.

2. District Commander will present an overview of current project issues in
the respective district area.

3. Local organizations and any nenbers of the public will have an opportunity
to make presentations or offer views or conmments on any issue affecting
prograns or projects of the Conm ssion and the Corps.

The MRC, organized in 1879, is conposed of seven nenbers, each nom nated by
the President of the United States and confirned by the Senate. Three of the
organi zation's nenbers are officers of the Corps of Engi neers; one nmenber is
fromthe National Cceanic and Atnospheric Admi nistration; and three nmenbers
are civilians, two of whomare civil engineers.

General duties of the Conm ssion include recommendation of policy and work
prograns, the study of and reporting upon the necessity for nodifications or
additions to the flood control and navigation project, reconmrendati on upon any
matters authorized by |aw, and making inspection trips. The duties of the
Conmmi ssion, as established in 1879, included the entire |ength of the

M ssissippi River fromits headwaters to Head of Passes.

Si nce authorization of the extensive MR&T Project on the lower river, the
primary focus of the Comm ssion has been the alluvial valley of the

M ssi ssippi River from Cape Grardeau, Md., to the Gulf of Mexico. The

Conmi ssion usually inspects the lower river and holds public hearings tw ce
each year, once in the spring during high water, and in |ate summer or early
fall during low water. This inspection trip, beginning August 23, will include
t he upper M ssissippi R ver, beginning at Wnona, Mnn., and endi ng at Houns,
La., on the GQulf Intra-coastal Waterway.

The purpose of the public neetings is to keep an exchange of viewpoints and
i deas flowng fromthe public to the Corps. Presentations by the public are

made orally, but a copy of the remarks should be presented to the Conm ssion
for the official record.
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