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MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION SCHEDULES
HIGH-WATER INSPECTION TRIP

VI CKSBURG, M ss., March 31, 1999 -- Menbers of the M ssissippi R ver Conm ssion
wi |l conduct their annual "high-water" inspection trip on the M ssissippi River,
April 12-16, 1999.

Four public neetings have been schedul ed aboard the Mdtor Vessel M SSISSIPPI in
selected towns along the river so nenbers of the comm ssion can keep in touch
with local citizens and get first-hand feedback fromresidents. The neeting

pl aces, dates and tines are as foll ows:

g April 12 8:30 a.m Cairo, Ill., at the foot of Ei ghth Street

g April 13 8:30 a.m Menphis, Tenn., at the city front

g April 14 3:00 p.m Vicksburg, Mss., at the city front

g April 16 8:30 a.m New Oleans, La., at the Corps District Ofice dock,

Foot of Prytania Street

Al neetings will be open to the public. Local interests are invited to present
their views and suggestions on any matters pertaining to the Flood Control,

M ssi ssippi R ver and Tributaries project. The agenda for each public neeting
will be as follows:

1. Status report on general conditions of the Mssissippi River and Tributaries
proj ect .

2. District Commander's report on the M ssissippi R ver and Tributaries project
at Cairo, Ill.; Vicksburg, Mss.; and New Ol eans, La.

3. Presentations by public participants.
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The MRC, organized in 1879, is conposed of seven nenbers, each nom nated by the
President of the United States and confirmed by the Senate. Three of the

organi zation's nmenbers are officers of the Corps of Engi neers; one nenber is from
the National Oceanic and Atnospheric Adm nistration; and three nenbers are
civilians, two of whomare civil engineers.
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CGeneral duties of the comm ssion include reconmmendati on of policy and work
prograns, the study of and reporting upon the necessity for nodifications or
additions to the flood control and navigation project, recommendati on upon any
matters authorized by law, and inspection of the river during the year. The
charter of the comm ssion, as established in 1879, extended the entire | ength of
the Mssissippi Rver fromits headwaters to Head of Passes. Since authorization
of the extensive MR&T Project on the |lower river, the primary focus of the

commi ssion has been the alluvial valley of the Mssissippi R ver from Cape

G rardeau, Md., to the Gulf of Mexico. The conm ssion usually inspects the |ower
river and holds public hearings twi ce each year, once in the spring during high
water, and in late summer or early fall during | ow water.

The purpose of the public neetings is to keep an exchange of viewpoints and ideas
flowng fromthe public to the Corps. Presentations by the public are nmade
orally, but a copy of the remarks should be presented to the conm ssion for the
of ficial record.
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