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INTRODUCTION 
The Mississippi Valley Division (MVD) is responsible for the Corps water resources programs within the 
Mississippi River Valley.   
 
District offices located in St. Paul, Minn.; Rock Island, Ill.; St. Louis, Mo.; Memphis, Tenn.; Vicksburg, Miss.; 
and New Orleans, La., conduct the programs and activities overseen by the MVD. 
  
The mission of the division headquarters and its districts is to develop and maintain flood control systems, 
navigation improvements, channel stabilization measures, as well as undertakings that preserve, restore, and 
enhance environmental resources.  Meeting these public needs and expectations requires conducting 
engineering studies; preparing designs and specifications; constructing, operating, and maintaining facilities and 
installations; acquiring, managing, and disposing of real property; administering various laws and regulations; 
as well as mobilizing support during natural disasters and other emergencies.   
 

• The MVD boundary covers 370,000-square miles, encompasses the entire Mississippi River, and 
includes all or parts of 12 states:  Ken., Tenn., La., Miss., Ill., Mo., Ark., Iowa, Wisc., Minn., N.D., and 
S.D. 

 
• The Mississippi River, from its source at Lake Itasca. Minn., to the Gulf of Mexico, is 2,348 miles long.  

 
• The Mississippi River Drainage Basin covers 1.25-million-square-miles and gathers water from 41 

percent of the continental United States.  This includes all or parts of 31 states and two provinces in 
Canada.   

 
• There are some 250 tributaries that drain into the Mississippi River -- the major tributaries include the 

second and third largest rivers in the United States, the Ohio and Missouri, as well as numerous smaller, 
yet imposing, streams.    

 
 
BUDGET AND MANPOWER 

• Total Division-wide employees:  5,317 (5,300 civilians, 17 military) 
• Division headquarters employees: 100 civilians, 2 military 
• FY 05 Program:  $1,464 million 
• FY 05 Civil Program:  $1,460 million 
• FY 05 Military Program:  $4 million 
• Support for Other Agencies Program :  $22 million 

 
 
INLAND WATERWAYS 

• 4,267 miles of commercial waterways 
o 11 Inland Waterway systems 
o 19 other waterway systems 
o 1/3 of U.S. inland waterways 
o Moves 47% of U.S. inland waterborne commerce 



 
• 238 billion ton-miles of commerce moved in 2002. 

 
• Main Commodities:  petroleum & petroleum products, crude materials, food & farm products, chemicals 

and related products, primary manufactured goods, and coal. 
 

• 59 locks:  
o 29 – Mississippi River 
o 8 – Illinois  River, IL 
o 6 – Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, LA 
o 5 – Red River, LA 
o 4 – Ouachita & Black Rivers, AR & LA 
o 3 – Atchafalaya Basin, LA 
o 1 – Bayou Teche, LA 
o 1 – Freshwater Bayou, LA 
o 1 – Kaskaskia River, IL 
o 1 – Old River, LA 

 
• 7 deep draft (>14 ft.) ports move 496.8 million tons per year. 

 
• 51 shallow draft ports move 57.1 million tons per year.  

 
• 102 million cubic yards of material dredged per year.  
 

 
FLOOD CONTROL 

• 35 flood control lakes/reservoirs: 
o 3 in Ark. 
o 4 in Miss. 
o 5 in Ill. 
o 2 in Mo.  
o 3 in Iowa 
o 2 in N.D. 
o 2 in La. 
o 1in Wisc. 
o 13 in Minn. 

• 59 pumping stations (MR&T) 
• 395 drainage structures 
• 8,375 miles of levee (3,486 miles are MR&T levees) 
• 3,731 miles of flood control channels & ditches 
• 25 miles of breakwaters 
• 36 miles of lateral pile dikes 
• 143 miles of foreshore protection (Miss. River) 
• 692 miles of wing dams 
• 1,042 miles of revetment (Miss. River) 
• 311 miles of rock dikes (Miss. River) 
• $324.6 billion cumulative damages prevented (thru 2004) 
• $8.6 million in damages prevented in 2004 

 
 



RECREATION 
• 46 lakes & pools 
• 639 recreation sites 
• 32 visitor centers 
• 329 boat ramps 
• 6,030 camp sites 
• 92 concessionaires 
• 6,074 miles of lake shoreline 
• $5.7 million user fees collected 
• 597,000 land acres managed 
• 1.2 million water acres managed 
• Visitation: 28 million visitor days 
• $1.2 million value of volunteer labor 
• 1,360 shoreline management permits 
• $3 billion cumulative value to local economies 

 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 

 Upper Mississippi River Environmental Management Program 
o Habitat restoration projects and long-term resource monitoring of key fish and wildlife habitat. 
o Encompasses 850 miles of the upper Mississippi River and major tributaries. 
o Authorized annual funding level of $33.5 million. 

 
 Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Program 

o Planning, design, construction, maintenance, and monitoring of small scale wetlands restoration 
projects in coastal Louisiana along the Gulf of Mexico 

o 127 active projects in the program to be constructed.   
o 63 projects have been completed as of 2004.  
o Authorized annual funding level of $50 million. 

 
 The Lower Mississippi River Environmental Program  

o Established in 1982 
o Provides environmental information to support the design, construction, and operation of the 

Mississippi River Levees and Channel Improvement features of the Mississippi River & 
Tributaries project. 

 
 National Ecosystem Center of Expertise 

o Established in August 2003 
o Provides independent technical review, quality assurance and policy review of documents and 

products, training support, environmental model development and verification.   
o Resources include virtual team members from around the nation including non-government 

organizations, universities, and other state and Federal agencies.   
 

 Upper Mississippi River-Illinois Waterway System Navigation Feasibility Study 
o Recommended plan establishes a framework for modifications and operational changes on the 

Upper    Mississippi River system to ensure environmental sustainability and navigation 
efficiencies.  

o Recommended 50-year framework plan includes $5.3 billion for ecosystem restoration, and $2.4 
billion for navigation efficiency improvements.  



o The initial increment of the recommended navigation improvement plan consists of small-scale 
structural and nonstructural measures and the construction of seven new 1,200-foot locks with a 
cost of $1.88 billion. The initial increment of ecosystem restoration consists of an estimated 225 
projects with a combined cost of $1.5 billion.  

 
 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
Major Responses 2001-2004: 

• Tennessee Tornados 
• Hurricane Lili 
• Mississippi River Floods 
• Hurricane  Ivan 
• $11.1 million spent on response and recovery (includes response to FEMA missions) 
• $15.1 million spent on rehabilitation 
• $4.7 million spent on advanced measures 
• 572 personnel deployed  during the period 

 
 
HYDROPOWER 

 4 Corps plants produce 226.5 megawatts of power: 
1. Clarence Cannon Dam on the Salt River at Monroe City, Mo. 
2. Narrows Dam on the Little Missouri River at Murfreesboro, Ark. 
3. Blakely Mountain Dam on the Ouachita River near Mountain Pine, Ark. 
4. DeGray Dam on the Caddo River near Arkadelphia, Ark.  

 8 non-Federal plants (4 private, 4 Municipal) at Corps dams on Mississippi & Illinois Rivers provide 395    
megawatts of power. 

 
DIVISION AND DISTRICT OFFICES 
USACE, Mississippi Valley Division 
P.O. Box 80 
Vicksburg, MS 39181-0080 
(601) 634-5000 
 
USACE, St. Paul District USACE, Memphis District 
Army Corps of Engineers Centre 167 N. Main Street 
190 Fifth Street East Memphis, TN 38103-1894 
St. Paul, MN 55101-1638 (901) 544-3348 
(651) 290-5200 
 
USACE, Rock Island District USACE, Vicksburg District 
Clock Tower Building  4155 Clay Street 
P.O. Box 2004 Vicksburg, MS 39183-3435 
Rock Island, IL 61204-2004 (601) 631-5000 
(309) 794-4200   
 
USACE, St. Louis District USACE, New Orleans District 
1222 Spruce Street P.O. Box 60267 
St. Louis, MO 63103-2833 New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 
(314) 331-8000 (504) 865-1121 
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