Dear M. Zeringue:

Thank you for your presentation during the public neeting
of the M ssissippi River Commission in Morgan City, Louisiana,
on August 23, 2001. In your statenent you di scussed the
Morganza to the Gulf Study and Houma Navi gati on Canal Study.

As a result of our coordination with the office of the
Assi stant Secretary of the Arny for GCvil Wrks and our Corps
Headquarters, we have determ ned that the 100-year plan is the
Nat i onal Econom c Devel opnent plan. W are in the process of
wi t hdrawi ng our request for an exception to policy and re-
gquesting approval to initiate the public review period. The
Chi ef of Engineers' report could be avail able by June 2002.

Prelimnary evaluation of a 20-foot-deep channel in the
Houma Navi gati on Canal indicates that the project, with a
benefit-to-cost ratio of approximately 2 to 1, is economically
justified. The New Orleans District will initiate a navigation
study with Louisiana Departnent of Transportation and
Devel opnent to investigate the proposed action in greater
detail. The study duration is 12 to 18 nonths.

The Conm ssion appreciates receiving your views and | ooks
forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier Ceneral, U S Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



