Dear M. Zeringue:

Thank you for your presentation during the public neeting
of the M ssissippi R ver Comm ssion in Houma, Louisiana, on
August 23, 2002. In your statenent you di scussed the Mrganza
to the Gulf Hurricane Protection project, the Hounma Navi gation
Canal Lock, and the Louisiana Coastal Area study.

The Morganza to the Qulf of Mexico feasibility study is
complete. The Chief of Engineers’ report was signed on
August 23, 2002. The National Econom c Devel opnent plan
provi ding a 100-year |evel of protection has been sel ected as
t he recommended plan. The Pre-construction Engi neering and
Design (PED) phase for |evees and fl oodgates is underway.
Wrk is progressing on the Project Managenment Plan. The first
construction contract is scheduled for award in Fiscal Year
2005, pendi ng Congressional authorization and appropriation of
funds for construction.

The PED phase for the Hourma Navi gation Canal Lock is
underway and is schedul ed for conpletion by June 2004.
A determ nation will be made by Novenber 2002 as to the design
and type of structure for the project. The Corps is al so
studying the feasibility of deepening the Houma Navi gati on Canal
to 20 feet (nom nal depth) in response to the Terrebonne Port
Conmi ssion's request. A draft feasibility report for this
project is scheduled for March 2003.
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The New Orleans District is currently finalizing the draft
feasibility report for the Wetland Creation and Restoration,
Barataria Basin, Louisiana, Feasibility Study. Additionally,
the District is preparing the prelimnary draft feasibility
report for the Barrier Shoreline Restoration, Barataria Basin,
Loui siana, Feasibility Study. These two products will be
i ncorporated into the Louisiana Coastal Area Conprehensive
Coastw de Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study, which was
initiated in February 2002. A prelimnary draft feasibility
report for this study will be conpleted in July 2003. The Corps
will continue to work closely with the State of Louisiana in
devel opi ng a conprehensive ecosystemrestoration plan for
coastal Loui siana.



The Conm ssion appreciates receiving your views and | ooks
forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er Ceneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmi ssion



