
 

Dear Mr. Zeringue: 
 

Thank you for your presentation before the Mississippi 
River Commission during the public meeting in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, on April 11, 2003.  In your statement you discussed 
the need to construct the Morganza to the Gulf Project as soon 
as possible.  You also requested that the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers allow Terrebonne Levee Conservation District (TLCD) 
and the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development 
(LADOTD) to use their funds to build some components of the 
project before Congress authorizes construction. 
 

The Commission is aware of and encouraged by the degree of 
community support for the Morganza to the Gulf Project.  We are 
proceeding diligently with several Pre-Construction Engineering 
and Design initiatives while awaiting construction authorization 
by Congress.  We understand that TLCD and LADOTD have secured 
the necessary funding for construction of some components of the 
project and are positioned to begin construction. 
 

There is no existing statutory authority to provide a 
credit for work performed in advance of Congressional approval 
and execution of a cost-sharing agreement with the Corps.  
Specific Congressional authorization will be required for the 
Corps to provide work-in-kind credit for work performed by the 
non-Federal sponsor.  Thus, should TLCD and LADOTD decide to 
proceed with work at this time, the Corps will be unable to 
afford credit absent the enactment of specific Congressional 
authorization. 
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The Commission appreciates receiving your views and looks 

forward to hearing from you at our future public meetings. 
 

 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

 Don T. Riley 
 Brigadier General, U.S. Army 

 President Designee, Mississippi 
   River Commission 


