Dear M. Zeringue:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissippi R ver
Conmi ssion during the public nmeeting held in Morgan Gty, Louisiana,
on August 22, 2003. The follow ng paragraphs address your concerns.

The New Ol eans District received the permt application for the
| evee work on Cctober 22, 2003. The District |ooks forward to worKking
with the Terrebonne Levee and Conservation District (TLCD) and its
representatives to provide a quick response.

You have previously indicated that TLCD expects to receive work-
in-kind credit for the advance work that TLCD plans to perform Pl ease
be aware that there is no existing statutory authority to provide a
credit for work perforned i n advance of Congressional approval and
execution of a cost-sharing agreenment with the Corps of Engi neers.

Speci fic Congressional authorization will be required for the Corps to
provi de work-in-kind credit for work perfornmed by the non- Federal
sponsor. Thus, should TLCD decide to proceed with work at this tine
we will be unable to afford credit absent the enactnment of specific
Congr essi onal authorization allow ng such credit.

The Conmmi ssi on appreciates receiving your comments and will be
pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Brigadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssippi
Ri ver Conmmi ssion



