Dear Ms. Wod:

Thank you for your statenment before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during our public nmeeting in New Ol eans, Loui siana,
on April 6, 2001, and the article fromthe January/ February
2001 edition of the "Sierra" publication that focused on the
At chaf al aya Ri ver Basi n.

We share your enthusiasmfor the Atchafal aya River Basin
and the wonderful resources it has to offer. The U S. Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers has spent approximately $80 million on this
project which will help preserve the environment of this great
river swanp and make a nodest portion of it available to the
public. The environnental preservation dovetails with the fl ood
control. Restrictions on developnment will enhance flood fl ows
and preserve the environnental values for which the basin is so
hi ghly treasured.

For your information, details on the elenents of the
At chaf al aya Basi n Fl oodway System (ABFS) project are given
bel ow

a. Land Acquisition. The Corps is acquiring 388,000 acres
in two fornmns:

(1) Environnental protection and devel opnental contr ol
easement s--338, 000 acres. The easenents will keep the property
in private hands but prevent developnment as, for exanple, farnms,
oil refineries, and residences/canps. Absence of structures
will help to pass floodwaters. Logging will be restricted, with
the greatest protection for wetland trees such as cypress and
t upel o.

(2) Fee |land--50,000 acres. This land will have public
access.



The ABFS project area is the Lower Atchafalaya Basin. This
area enconpasses 595,000 acres fromU. S. 190 to the Morgan City
vicinity. O this, the Corps is acquiring 65 percent, or
388,000 acres. Contrary to clainms that the project will open
nost of the Basin to tourists and other public users, 56
percent, or 338,000 acres, will remain in private ownership and
under the protective easenents.

b. Water namnagenent units. The Corps is authorized to
construct two pilot water managenent units, Buffal o Cove and
Fl at Lake. Funds have been appropriated this fiscal year to
begi n planning the Buffal o Cove water nmanagenent unit. The
units will re-establish water flows for the enhancenent of fish
and wildlife. Wthin Buffalo Cove, the Bayou Eugene prototype
nmodel was conpleted in 1996. Pl anning, engi neering and design
for the water managenment units is scheduled to begin in Fiscal
Year 2002.

c. Recreation. The recreation features include boat
ranps, canpgrounds, and a visitor center. The New Ol eans
District is working on inplenentation of the Si mmesport Boat
Launch whose | ocal sponsor in this case is Avoyelles Parish.
Pl ans and specifications are nearly conplete. The schedul ed
award date
for the Simresport Boat Launch is August 2001.

Thank you again for your presentation before the
Conmi ssion. W appreciate receiving your views and will be
pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



