Dear M. W se:

Thank you for your statenment before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during the public neeting in Menphis, Tennessee, on
April 8, 2003. You provided testinony supporting the Lower
M ssi ssi ppi River Resource Assessnent project.

The Commi ssion agrees with you that this assessnent is nuch
needed and recogni zes that would be the first step in realizing
recreation and wildlife habitat potential, in concert with flood
protection and navigation, for the Lower M ssissippi and
At chaf al aya Rivers. The Conm ssion fully supports funding for this
effort. However, with many conpeting interests for Federa
fundi ng, including the war on terrorism honeland security, and the
requirement to bal ance the Federal budget, the funding |evel in the
CGeneral Investigations Fiscal Year 2004 President’ s budget request
was not sufficient to include new start funding for this effort.

Thank you again for your presentation. The Conmm ssion
appreci ates receiving your coments and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmmi ssi on



