
Dear Mr. Williams: 
 
 Thank you for your attendance and presentation at the 
Mississippi River Commission public meeting held in Memphis, 
Tennessee, on August 20, 2001.  In your statement you requested 
that the Corps continue to include funding in the budget request 
for the West Tennessee Tributaries project so that the project 
will not be deauthorized.  You also discussed the aesthetic and 
environmental considerations of this project.  
 
 In regard to budget requests and deauthorization of the 
West Tennessee Tributaries project, funding in the amount of 
$25,000 is included in the Fiscal Year 2002 President’s budget 
request.  Inclusion of funds for this project in future budget 
requests will depend on its need and its relative priority as 
compared to other funding needs of other studies, projects,  
and maintenance activities within the Mississippi River and 
Tributaries appropriation. 
 
 Under current law, the Corps notifies Congress biennially 
of projects for which funds have not been obligated for 7 
consecutive years.  After this notification, if Congress does 
not appropriate funds within the next 30 months and these funds 
are not obligated, the project is automatically deauthorized.  
As you can see, it takes almost 10 years for a project to be 
automatically deauthorized.    
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  The Commission acknowledges your concerns regarding 
aesthetic and environmental consideration.  Environmental 
considerations related to ecosystem restoration are a high 
priority for the Corps and receive funding consideration equal 
to that for flood control and navigation.  In addition, all work 
by the Corps of Engineers should be based upon the need for 
people and nature to co-exist in a healthy, supportive, diverse, 
and sustainable condition.  
 
 The Commission appreciates the tireless efforts 
demonstrated by you and others in both the West Tennessee 
Tributaries Association and the Mississippi Valley Flood Control 
Association.  Your efforts have assisted in significant advance- 
ment and execution of the Mississippi River and Tributaries 
project.  

 
Thank you again for your comments before the Commission.  We 

appreciate receiving your views and will be pleased to hear from 
you at our future meetings. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
      Edwin J. Arnold, Jr. 
      Brigadier General, U.S. Army 
      President Designee, Mississippi 

    River Commission 
 
 
 


