Dear M. WIIians:

Thank you for your comments before the M ssissippi R ver
Commi ssi on during the public neeting held in Menphis, Tennessee,
on August 20, 2001

Your comments regarding a regul ating works project on the
m ddl e M ssissippi River are tinely recogni zi ng the ongoi ng
efforts to devel op a Conprehensi ve Managenent Plan for the
upper M ssissippi River between Cairo, Illinois, and St. Paul,
M nnesota. The Conprehensi ve Managenent Plan will be used as
a franmework for environnental sustainability of the river's
navi gati on system ecosystem and floodplain. This plan could
serve as a neans to integrate navigation and environnent al
projects on the mddle M ssissippi River as suggested in your
remarks. The Corps of Engineers study teamw || be working
t hrough a col | aborative process with all stakeholders of the
upper M ssissippi R ver during the next few nonths to prepare
an interimreport on the Conprehensive Managenent Plan by July
2002. W | ook forward to your participation in this effort.

Thank you again for your statenent. The Conm ssion
appreci ates receiving your views and | ooks forward to hearing
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, US. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmmi ssi on



