Dear M. Well s:

Thank you for your statenment filed for the record of the
public neeting of the M ssissippi R ver Comm ssion in Mrgan
Cty, Louisiana, on August 23, 2001. |In your statenent you
di scussed the devel opnent of inland waterways navi gati onal
charts in electronic format, or electronic nautical charting
(ENC) .

The Corps of Engineers is commtted to pursuing ENC
as evidenced by our efforts on the Atchafal aya River. The
At chaf al aya River ENC was a venture into a new t echnol ogi ca
field for the Corps. The New Ol eans D strict has successfully
converted the chart data fromprinted paper products to a ful
hydro version of a Geographic Information System and digital
data production for the internet. During May 2001, the District
conducted field tests on 160 mles of the Atchafal aya River,
fromthe AOd River Control Structure to Eugene Island near the
Gul f of Mexico. The data proved to be exceptionally accurate,
and the conversion was deened hi ghly successful.

Currently, the District staff is initiating an extensive
el ectronic chart for the lower Mssissippi River. The District
isin the very early stages of working with the contractor,
3001, Inc., on this effort. The contractor will be responsible
for taking the survey data, flying the aerial photography, and
devel opi ng a nunber of products to include el ectronic nautical
charts for the portion of the Mssissippi River wwthin the
boundaries of the New Orleans District.



The Corps views this effort as a pilot project for
el ectronic charting of all inland waterways and a needed
navi gation tool for this area. The District is now finalizing
t he proposed scope of work to define the contract products and
expects to have the contractor in the field by January 2002.

Beyond this initial phase, the New Oleans District wll
continue to plan for |long-termmai ntenance in order to keep the
system current and vi able and | ooks forward to the invol venent
by the various pilots' organizations in providing comments and
suggestions. Your assistance is vital to the success of this
program

Thank you again for submtting your statenment for the
record of our hearing. The Conm ssion appreciates receivVving
your views and will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future
public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



