Dear M. Wl don:

Thank you for participating in the M ssissippi River
Commi ssion public nmeeting held in La Crosse, Wsconsin, on
August 13, 2001.

We appreciate your testinony and the opportunity to
answer your questions about the Pool 8 drawdown project and
| ow water levels. The St. Paul District, Corps of
Engi neers, becane aware of erroneous readings fromthe
wat er control gage at La Crosse on the norning of August 13
and di spatched a crew to investigate the problem
Per sonnel discovered that the gage well and the pipe
connecting the well to the river had becone cl ogged with
sediment. On August 14, a crew fromthe La Crosse
wast ewat er treatnent plant cleaned out the gage well and
pi pe, thus allow ng the gage to be back in operation that
afternoon. Water levels at the La Crosse gage were
restored to the 4.2-foot (630.5 nean sea | evel) target
drawdown | evel by 8:00 a.m on August 15. The St. Paul
District will begin raising | evels again beginning on
Septenber 17, at which tinme the La Crosse gage will rise
slowy over a 10-day period to the normal pool |evel of 4.7
feet. Refilling of the pool will be conplete by Septenber
27.

Your observations will be considered by the Corps and
ot her river resource nmanagenent agencies as part of the
eval uation of the drawdown and its future use as a
managenent t ool

Your interest in the Mssissippi R ver and the work of
the Conm ssion is commendable. W |ook forward to working
with you as we continue to address the conpl ex econom c,
environnmental , and recreational uses of the upper
M ssi ssi ppi River

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.
Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny
Presi dent Desi gnee,
M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver Conm ssion



