Dear M. Wananmker:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public meeting in Vicksburg,
M ssi ssippi, on April 4, 2001. In your statenent you
presented the following items of concern:

a. Di scussed nmi nt enance activities associated with the
mai n-1ine M ssissippi River Levees.

b. Commended the G eenwood/ G eenville Area O fice for
a pronpt response to high-water conditions on the Item 496-L
construction area. However, you expressed dissatisfaction
with the Vicksburg District’s position on the slope for |evee
ltem 496-L

c. Pledged full support for the Big Sunfl ower River
Mai nt enance project and expressed confidence that negotiations
wi Il proceed with di sposal area options available to
| andowners.

d. Requested that the Corps assune responsibility for
repair of the Shell Lake structure to maintain desired |ake
| evel s.

e. Stated that your Board will continue generating
support for the Yazoo Backwater project.

f. Discussed your concern regarding the potenti al
rel oca-
tion of the Corps mat | oading and grading unit from
Greenville.

Due to the conditions you described along the main-Iine
M ssi ssi ppi River |evees, the Vicksburg District has
experienced a greater nunber of slides than normal. The
District is



currently analyzing the options available to ensure that all
of the critical slides, if not every slide, are repaired this
season.

We appreciate the support of the M ssissippi Levee Board
on Item 496-L. As part of the contract on Item 496-L, the
Vi cksburg District, working with the Levee Board, devel oped
t he necessary flood-fight steps that would be taken should the
river rise to certain levels. Having these steps included in
t he con-
tract, along with having an exceptional contractor, has
all owed the procedure to work well. The District is commtted
to working with the M ssissippi Levee Board on the | evee sl ope
i ssues north of Mayersville. Additional neetings are being
schedul ed with your Board, the District, and the M ssissipp
Val | ey Divi sion
to address this matter.

The Comm ssion appreciates the kind coments you made
concerning the Vicksburg District and the progress made on the
Bi g Sunflower River Maintenance project. You nentioned the
success of the disposal facilities recently constructed on the
Upper Yazoo project, and we share your confidence that once
the first site is constructed on the Big Sunfl ower Mai ntenance
project, future sites will be nmuch easier to procure. The
recent "Notice of Intent to Sue" from Earthjustice is reason
for concern. However, we are conmtted to mtigating, as
appropri ate, adverse environnental effects in the pursuit
of continuing maintenance of this project.

Wth regard to the Shell Lake/Clear Creek, which is a
part of the Big Sunflower River project, we are pleased to
report that the Vicksburg District staff is currently working
to solve this problem Field surveys by the Yazoo-M ssi ssi ppi
Delta Joint Water Management District and design of the
repairs by the Vicksburg District are underway. The District
plans to re-
build the deteriorated earthen plug and arnor the structure
and downstream energy hole with riprap and crushed stone. The
District staff will keep you informed as this work progresses.

This work is expected to be conpleted by the end of June
2001.



The M ssissippi River Conmm ssion is highly appreciative
to the M ssissippi Levee Board for scheduling the tour of the
South Delta and having | ocal residents give insight into the
probl ens and needs of the area. The Conmi ssion | earned a

great deal during this trip and has a greater appreciation for
t he needs



of the residents of the South Delta. The Comm ssion supports
the findings in the Draft Yazoo Backwater Reformul ati on Report
because the recommended plan represents a bal anced sol ution
to the econom c and environnmental needs of the South Delta.
The Comm ssion will work to provide support to bring this
project to fruition

I n January of this year, after consideration of findings
by Managenent Analysis, Inc., the Menphis District Commander
requested approval fromthe M ssissippi Valley Division
Commander to close the Greenville Engineer Yard (GEY), thereby
physically transferring personnel and equi pnent of the
G eenvill e-based mat | oading unit to the Ensley Engineer Yard
| ocated in Menphis. The Menphis District requested that this
action be taken to inprove operational efficiency and reduce
overall programcosts. The Corps mat casting field, an
unmanned facility also located in Geenville, still has a
| arge inventory of concrete mat that will be used to supply
revet ment needs for at |east the next 5 to 8 years. The
District's request to close GEY has been reviewed by the
Di vision staff. However, at this tinme, the Division has not
approved the request as we continue to evaluate the input we
have recei ved before nmaking a final decision. The Menphis
District staff will contact you when a decision is nmade.

Thank you again for your comments before the Comm ssion.
We appreciate receiving your views and will be pleased to
hear from you at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er CGeneral, U.S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



