Dear M. Wananmker:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public nmeeting in Vicksburg,
M ssi ssi ppi, on March 6, 2002. In your statenent you
presented the following itenms of concern:

a. Strongly urged that the Vicksburg District purchase
all aggregate materials using “cubic yards” as the nethod of
paynment for maintenance gravel on the main-line M ssissipp
Ri ver Levees. You al so discussed the status of |evee slides
| ocated in your district.

b. Discussed progress on main-line | evee enl argenent
pr oj ect s.

c. Expressed appreciation for the Vicksburg District’s
repair of the Shell Lake/Clear Creek structure.

d. Stated that your board has continued to generate
support for the Yazoo Backwater project and that you | ook
forward to a report being out for final review soon.

e. Discussed real estate activities on the Big Sunfl ower
Ri ver mai nt enance project and pledged full support to expedite
construction at the earliest possible date.

f. Discussed progress on your Public Information
Program

The Vicksburg District is using cubic yards as the
measur enent for both sand-clay gravel and crushed stone. Bids
were received for the | evee surfacing nmaterials supply
contract;

however, a protest was filed relative to restrictions that the
stone be crushed. The Vicksburg District is currently in the
process of forrmulating a position on this matter. Wth regard
to | evee slides, the District has begun site investigations
and antici pate beginning repairs in early sumrer.

The M ssissippi River Levee enlargenent and berm
construction is progressing well. Construction is 96 percent



conplete on Item 502-L. The contractor will begin turfing
this spring on this itemwth final acceptance dependent on
how quickly turfing is established. Item496-L is 83 percent
conpl ete and ahead of schedule. As you are aware, the
contractor has conpleted the dredging for the bernms. The
remai ni ng work includes renoving the retention di kes and
spreading the soil over the sand berns to bring the existing
| evee up to final section, turfing, and graveling the road.
We are also working to finalize plans on Item 477-L. Award of
this itemduring Fiscal Year 2002 is contingent on receipt of
ri ght-of - way.

The Comm ssion appreci ates your assistance in the joint
efforts by your board and the Vicksburg District to repair the
Shel | Lake water control structure. This coordination is a
shi ning exanple of a successful partnership to provide tinely
repairs to a key public facility.

The tour your board provided of the Yazoo Backwater area
| ast year enabl ed the Conm ssion nenbers to see for ourselves
t he need for the project and allowed us to hear fromthe
citizens about the hardshi ps they have endured because of this
fl ooding. Your board, along with the South Delta Fl ood
Control Committee, should continue to educate the citizens and
el ected officials about the problenms and needs of the area.

The Vi cksburg District has worked with the M ssissipp
Levee Board and South Delta Flood Control Committee in several
consensus-buil ding sessions to help formul ate the best plan

for the Yazoo Backwater area. The District has selected a
conbi nati on plan that includes a 14,000 cubic feet per second
pump which will initiate punping at el evation 87 feet,

Nati onal Geodetic Vertical Datum and a non-structural flood
damage reducti on conponent that includes purchase of 62,500
acres of conservation easenents fromw lling sellers. This
plan results in a net increase to the wetland, aquatic, and
terrestrial resources in the area. However, the Environnental
Protection Agency and U.S. Fish and WIildlife Service still
oppose the project along with nmany national environnental
groups as we heard in the public neeting.

- 3-

The Comm ssion appreciates the efforts of the Board of
M ssi ssi ppi Levee Comm ssioners in acquiring rights-of-way for
the Big Sunflower River maintenance project. | understand



that the rights-of-way package, including the appraisal, was
provided to you on the day of our Conmm ssion public neeting in
Vi cksburg. We | ook forward to working as partners to conplete
mai nt enance on the Big Sunflower River to reduce flooding such
as that which occurred this fall and w nter

The Comm ssion commends the Board of M ssissippi Levee
Comm ssioners on its Public Information Program The Corps
reviewed the Project Information Program panphl ets during
preparation and found themto be an excellent public
information tool. Congratul ations on the Addie Award for Best
of Show video by Delta Advertising Federation.

The Conmm ssion has |long stressed the need to informthe
public regardi ng Corps projects. The efforts by your board
are excellent, and we hope other boards will do the same. The
Corps cannot tell the story as you can. Your board knows what
these projects nean to the citizens of the M ssissippi Delta
who often take flood control for granted until their honmes get
fl ooded. We realize public information takes tine and noney,
but getting this nessage to the people nust be done.

Thank you again for your coments before the Conm ssion.
We appreciate receiving your views and will be pleased to
hear from you at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi River
Comm ssi on



