Dear M. Wananeker :

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion (MRC) during the public neeting held in
Mayersville, M ssissippi, on August 20, 2003. |In your statenent
you presented the itens of interest or concern shown bel ow

2003 H GHWATER

The U. S. Arny Corps of Engi neers acknow edges your concern
regardi ng buildup of drift materials and the value of the tinber
screen for protection of the |evee.

MAI NTENANCE LEVEL — NMAI NTENANCE GRAVEL

W appreciate your kind words regarding furnishing
mai nt enance gravel for the main line Mssissippi River |evees.
The Conmi ssion knows the inportance of having a reliable | evee
roadway, especially during periods of high water. The Corps
is committed to continued mai nt enance of | evee roadways.

The Conmi ssion understands that |evee slide repairs are
critical to maintain the integrity of the M ssissippi River
| evee system The Vicksburg District conducted an inspection
of the levee in May, and we anticipate that all slides should
be repaired by Decenber of this year
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YAZOO BACKWATER PROJECT

The Vicksburg District has been working closely with the
staff fromthe Environnmental Protection Agency (EPA), Region 1V,
to address their wetland concerns in the Yazoo Backwat er Area.
This included 2 weeks of intense field verification of over 150
sites that EPA picked to verify on their e-map nodel. The
Vi cksburg District appreciates the effort of the M ssissipp
Levee Board (M.B) in securing the rights-of-entry on such a
short notice so this work could be acconplished. W are
optimstic that this effort will result in agreenment by both
agencies as to the nunber of acres of wetlands in the project
area, how nmany acres are inpacted, and the extent of the inpact.



The Vicksburg District is continuing to work on conpl etion
of the Yazoo Backwater Refornulation report. The District has
not only rewsrked the wetland anal yses, but has undertaken a
study of the endangered pondberry plant in conjunction with the
U S. Forest Service and U.S. Fish and Wl dlife Service.

The Vi cksburg District has conpleted the anal ysis of an
addi ti onal non-structural alternative, revised the economnc
anal ysi s, and updated the cost of the project. Additional water
gqual ity studi es were undertaken and conpl eted. These additiona
studies were initiated based on cormments received fromthe
public review of the draft report. Once we conplete the new
wet | and anal ysis, a new wetl and appendix will be prepared and
distributed to the cooperating agencies for review and coment.
A final report will then be prepared and rel eased to the public
in the fourth quarter of Fiscal Year 2004.

Bl G SUNFLONER RI VER NAI NTENANCE PRQJECT

The Conmi ssion is al so concerned about the restart of the
Big Sunfl ower R ver M ntenance project. Over the past few
years, the Vicksburg District has conducted the necessary
studies to conplete the Suppl enental Environnmental |npact
Statenent (SEIS) as quickly as possible. The draft report is
schedul ed for conpletion in January 2004, with the final SEIS
conpleted in July 2004. The Conmm ssion appreciates the MLB' s
conti nued support to provide this maintenance project for the
south Delta region

-3-

MAI NLI NE LEVEE CONSTRUCTI ON

Regardi ng the M ssissippi River Levees, the Vicksburg
District has accepted Item 502-L recently and will be returning
this itemto the MLB. Itens 477-L and 496-L are 49 and 93
percent conplete, respectively. A contract for Item 488-L was
awar ded to Weeks Marine of Covington, Louisiana, and work is
underway. Thank you for the extra effort necessary to secure
the rights-of-way for this project.

UPPER STEELE BAYOU PRQJECT

Acquisition of mtigation |ands and phased | evee
construction continues within the Upper Steele Bayou basin.



Conpl et ed channel inprovenents in the project area have resulted
in many positive benefits. Heavy rains this past year, which
prior to channel inprovenents would have caused maj or fl oodi ng
inmpacts in the Greenville area, resulted in no reports of

f 1 oodi ng.

ECH ENERGY

The Vi cksburg District will be ready to provide technical
assi stance during the design process of the planned ethanol
plant to ensure that the integrity of the | evee is not
j eopardi zed. A Vicksburg District representative recently
attended a neeting with the Gty of Geenville, Wshington
County, the engi neers designing the ethanol plant, and the M.B
Once the design is submtted, we will provide coments through
our usual process.

GREENVI LLE CASTI NG FI ELD AND BUI LDI NGS

On August 29, 2003, M. Fred A Ballard signed the "Notice
of Term nation of Lease" for the Geenville Casting Field and
buildings. By signing this, he agreed to the paynment of $50, 000
for relieving the Governnent of the responsibility for renoving
the buildings fromthe property and relieving the Governnent
fromany and all liability and responsibility for such
structures, fixtures, and | eased prem ses.

CORPS REORGANI ZATI ON

It is ny intent to set up a conference call prior to the
end of this year to discuss USACE 2012 with our partners.

In closing, the MLB is commended for efforts in educating
t he public regarding the problens and needs of the south Delta.
We appreciate the support the M.B provided to i nform Congressnan
Hobson, the Chairman of the House Subcomm ttee on Energy and
Water, during his recent tour of the area. W believe this
tour will pay dividends in the future as both the Corps and M.B
continue to update Chairnman Hobson on the needs of the Valley.



The Conmi ssi on appreci ates receiving your corments and
wll be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion



