Dear M. Wl ker:

Thank you for your presentation during the M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmm ssion public neeting held in Houma, Louisiana, on
August 23, 2002. In your statenent you expressed support for
the Morganza to the Gulf of Mexico Hurricane Protection project.
You al so noted the high degree of comrunity support and
requested the Conmi ssion’s support for this project.

The Conm ssion is aware of and encouraged by the degree of
support for this project that is evidenced by the passage of a
$3.6 mllion local tax issue by the voters of Terrebonne Pari sh.
The Morganza to the Qulf of Mexico Feasibility Study is
conplete. The Chief of Engineers’ report was signed on August
23, 2002. The National Econom c Devel opnent plan providing a
100-year | evel of protection has been selected as the
recormmended plan. The Pre-construction Engi neering and Design
phase for |evees and floodgates is underway. The first
construction contract is scheduled for award in F scal Year
2005, pendi ng Congressional authorization, appropriation of
funds for construction, and execution of a Project Cooperation
Agr eenent .

The Comm ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and
| ooks forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Brigadier CGeneral, U S Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion



