Dear M. Mahfood:

Thank you for the statenment made on your behal f by
M. Jerry Vineyard before the M ssissippi R ver Conm ssion
during the public neeting in Cairo, Illinois, on March 4, 2002.
In your statenent you expressed concern about the future of
Big Gak Tree State Park and the alignnent of Corps division
boundaries. You also repeated your departnent’s request that
the M ssissippi River Conm ssion travel up the M ssouri River
on the Motor Vessel M ssissippi

As you nentioned, the Menphis District staff has confirned
that the protective neasures for Big Oak Tree State Park, which
were presented in the Septenber 2000 Fi nal Suppl enment al
Environnental |npact Statenent (SEIS) are still a part of the
St. Johns Bayou and New Madrid Fl oodway project. The Comm ssion
supports these neasures and has been assured they will be
clearly stated in the Final SEIS currently being prepared for
the project.

As | stated in nmy verbal response to M. Vineyard, the
Cor ps Division Commanders of the M ssissippi Valley Division,
Sout hwestern Division, and Northwestern Division nmet with
M ssouri Governor Bob Hol den concerning the alignment of Corps
di vi si on boundaries and assured himthat the Corps will provide
t he sane service regardl ess of boundari es.
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There are al ways additional areas the Conm ssion woul d
like to see within our very limted tinme on the river. W
w Il consider traveling a portion of the Mssouri River in
t he future.

The Commi ssion appreci ates receiving your views and
wll be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public
neeti ngs.

Si ncerely,



Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

President, M ssissippi River
Conmi ssi on



