Dear M. Vincent:

Thank you for your statenment before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during the public neeting in Menphis, Tennessee, on
March 5, 2002. In your statenment you di scussed the need and
i nportance of the Augusta to C arendon | evee on the Wiite River
i n Arkansas.

The Commi ssion supports your efforts to rehabilitate this
essential part of the flood control systemin Eastern Arkansas.
As you stated, the levee is vital in protecting the Iives and
I'ivelihoods of people not only living and working in the area
but people traveling on the transportation arteries that are
pr ot ect ed.

The Corps of Engineers understands the funding difficulties
posed by changes in | and ownership since the Federa
participation in construction of the | evee. However, additional
authority and funding would be required for the Corps to
participate in the rehabilitation effort.

The Conmi ssi on appreci ates receiving your corments and
w |l be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi R ver
Conmi ssi on



