Dear M. Thonmas:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion during the public neeting held in Hannibal,
M ssouri, on August 14, 2003. In your statenent you di scussed
concerns about the |evel of protection being evaluated in the
Upper M ssissippi River Conprehensive Plan (Conprehensive Pl an)
and consideration of a nmulti-purpose authority for the Upper
M ssi ssippi River Valley.

The Conprehensive Plan will be evaluating a 500-year |evel
of protection for the entire systemas one of the alternatives.
Included in several of the alternatives being evaluated wll be

a Regi onal Econom c Devel opnent Analysis that will display the
econoni ¢ i npact associated with inplenmentation. The study team
w Il continue to coordinate its analysis efforts with many
groups, including the Upper Mssissippi, Illinois, and M ssour
Ri vers Associ ation

The Conprehensive Plan and the Upper M ssissippi River—
[1'linois Waterway System Navi gation Study (Navigation Study)
are not at a point in the analysis process to be formulating
recommendations. These two efforts, along with the Upper
M ssi ssi ppi River System Environnental Mnagenent Program are
bei ng cl osely coordinated. The Comm ssion will be naking a
recommendati on regardi ng the Navigation Study and the
Conpr ehensive Plan prior to the reports being forwarded to
Congr ess.

The Conm ssi on appreciates receiving your coments and wl |
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



