Dear M. Tauzin:

Thank you for the presentation made on your behalf by
M. Martin Canci enne during the M ssissippi R ver Conm ssion
public nmeeting on August 22, 2003, in Mrgan CGty, Louisiana.
A copy of this letter is being mailed to M. Canci enne at your
CGonzal es, Louisiana, office. In his presentation, M. Cancienne
commented on several of the nore pressing problens facing south
Loui si ana.

Restoring the Louisiana coastal area is a conpl ex endeavor
that requires the best scientific and managenent sol utions. The
U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers will continue to work closely with
all of the state and Federal agencies and other interest groups
to devel op a conprehensive ecosystemrestoration plan for
coastal Loui si ana.

The Corps continues to pursue |evee construction,
navi gati on, operations and mai ntenance, environmnmental
restoration, and other work as high-priority items. Major |evee
deficiencies exist in the area west of Berwi ck. Significant
construction progress has been made in this area and there are
currently six ongoing contracts. The overall design effort is
conti nui ng.

Conmpensatory mitigation offsets the unavoi dabl e inpacts
to wetland habitat often associated with Departnent of the Arny
permts. Applicants generally have two choices: (1) devel opnent
of an individual mtigation plan, or (2) the utilization of a
mtigation bank. Most applicants choose to use nmitigation banks
for their convenience since they pay a one-tine fee and all
responsibility falls to the mtigation banker. The New Ol eans
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District should not direct applicants to mitigation banks,
rather they shoul d advi se applicants of the various mtigation
options. Once an applicant chooses the bank approach, the
District advises the applicant as to which bank or banks are

appropriate and the anount of credit needed fromthe bank. 1In
cases where there is only one bank in a watershed, the permttee
can still choose to acconplish his owmn mtigation with the
District’s approval. This approach is consistent with the

mtigation policy and gui dance issued by Corps Headquarters



and the District stands ready to work with all permt
applicants in resolving their mtigation issues.

In addition, a Regulatory Peer Review has been initiated
within the |last year. The objective is to inprove consistent
program i npl enmentation in accordance with the National Standard
Operating Procedure with all districts in the Mssissippi Valley
Division (MD). It will also enhance programi npl enentati on and
achi eve the goal of fair and reasonabl e decisions consistently
t hrough the districts in MD. The prelimnary data is being
reviewed at this tine. M staff is willing to brief you on the
results when the data is finalized.

The Conm ssion appreci ates receiving your coments and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conm ssion



Send copy to:

M. Martin Canci enne

O fice of Congressman Billy Tauzin
Ascensi on Parish Courthouse, Room 212-A
828 S. Irnma Bl vd.

Gonzal es, Louisiana 70373



