Dear M. Sullivan:

Thank you for your statenment before the M ssissippi River
Commi ssion during the public nmeeting held in Wst Menphis,
Arkansas, on August 19, 2003. In your statenent you provided a
brief status report on the Bayou Meto Basin, Arkansas, project
and requested the Commi ssion’s support in three specific areas.

The Comm ssion supports your request for an expeditious
revi ew and processing of the general reevaluation report. The
draft report was submtted to the M ssissippi Valley Division
(MVD) on Cctober 9, 2003. The MWD staff will work with both the
Menphis District and Corps Headquarters to conplete the review
process and submit the report to the Ofice of the Assistant
Secretary of the Arny for Cvil Wrks (ASA(CW) for approval.
Menphis District will continue coordination of all aspects of
proj ect devel opnment with the Bayou Meto Water Managenent
District to include report processing. The Chief of Engineers
approval and subm ssion of the report to the ASA(CW for
approval follows the review process conprised of reviews by the
U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers, general public, and state and
perti nent agencies, along with the Environnental | npact
Statenent filing. A construction start date is contingent upon
approval by the ASA(CW and appropriation of construction funds.

Fi scal Year 2004 funds could be utilized to conplete report
processi ng and conduct design activities. As you are aware, the
Presi dent’s budget request for Fiscal Year 2004 does not include
funding for this project; however, the House Report (108-212)
recommends $500, 000.
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The Comm ssion recogni zes the efforts of the Bayou Meto
Wat er Managenent District to secure non-Federal funding in
Fi scal Year 2004 to conplete the review, continue detailed
design studies, and prepare the project for construction.

The Conmi ssion appreci ates receiving your coments and wil |l
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,



Don T. Riley

Bri gadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Commi ssi on



