Dear M. Sullivan:

Thank you for your statenent before the Mssissippi River
Comm ssion during the public neeting in Wst Menphis, Arkansas,
on August 20, 2002. In your statenent you discussed the
progress being nmade on the Bayou Meto Basin, Arkansas,
Reeval uation, the continuing groundwater depletion and fl ooding
problenms within the basin, and funding for Fiscal Year 2003.

The Conm ssion shares your concerns regarding the
continuing flooding and groundwat er depletion problens in the
Bayou Meto basin. The Menphis District is working to conplete
t he general reevaluation as expeditiously as possible.

The President’s budget request for Fiscal Year 2003 does
not include funding for the reevaluation. The budget request
for the Mssissippi Rver and Tributaries project focuses on its
mai n- stem conponents and studi es and projects whose outputs are
related to flood control, navigation, and environnent al
restoration. House and Senate actions on the Fiscal Year 2003
appropri ations have not been conpl eted; however, as you stated,
funding for the Bayou Meto Reevaluation is included in the House
and Senate bills.

The Conm ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and w | |
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er CGeneral, U S. Arny
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