Dear M. Sullivan:

Thank you for your statenent before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during the public neeting in Menphis, Tennessee, on
March 5, 2002, in which you discussed support for the Bayou Meto
Basi n, Arkansas, project and provided a brief update on the
proj ect.

The Menphis District is working with all participating
Federal , state, and |ocal partners on the general reevaluation
of this project. The President’s budget request for Fiscal Year
2003 does not include funding to continue and/or conplete this
effort. The budget request for the M ssissippi R ver and
Tributaries project focuses on its main stem conponents and
studi es and projects whose outputs are related to flood control,
navi gati on, and environnental restoration.

The Conmi ssion recogni zes the efforts of the Bayou Meto
Regional Irrigation Water Distribution District to secure non-
Federal funding in Fiscal Year 2002 for the expeditious
conpl etion of the general reevaluation and in the formation of
an i nprovenent project area to neet the non-Federal requirenents
for project sponsorship.

The Conm ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi River
Conmm ssi on



