Dear M. Sturdivant:

Thank you for the statenent presented on your behal f by
Bi shop David Cotton before the M ssissippi River Comm ssion at
our public neeting in Menphis, Tennessee, on August 20, 2001.
Bi shop Cotton expressed several concerns and issues of the
Yazoo- M ssi ssi ppi Delta Levee Board.

The Conmi ssion shares your concerns regarding the tinely
conpletion of the Mssissippi River and Tributaries (MR&T)
project, as well as one of its mmjor conponents, the M ssissipp
Ri ver Levees project. Although the MR&T project is about 87
percent conplete and provides significant flood control and
navi gation benefits, there is still additional work to be com
pleted to ensure that the project functions properly and can
accommodat e the project design flood.

The Conmi ssion acknow edges your concerns and frustrations
regarding the Big Sunflower Ri ver Mintenance project and those
who are opposed to the project. The Corps is conmtted to
answering these chall enges by providing projects dedicated to
sust ai ning the environnment while giving equal consideration to
fl ood danage reduction for residents of the Delta. The
Vi cksburg District has conpleted the design for clearing and
snaggi ng of Dowl i ng Bayou. Following a favorable M ssissipp
Suprene Court decision on the water quality certificate, the
District will be ready to advertise this contract. The next
itemof work, Item2, is scheduled for award in April 2002.
Wrk is currently underway to conplete the Nationa
Environnental Policy Act requirenents. This docunentation
shoul d be ready for public review in Novenber 2001.



In regard to the Upper Yazoo Projects (UYP), the Comm ssion
shares your desires to continue and conplete the UYP as soon as
possi bl e. Corps contractors are maki ng progress on this project,
which is currently ahead of schedule. Al of the channel im
provenent work underway should be conpleted by the end of the

year. Conpletion of this work will extend the benefits of the
UYP to the City of Geenwood and will afford the flood control
reservoirs an inproved outlet channel. The Conm ssion

acknow edges the successful efforts of your Levee Board and

the M ssissippi Valley Flood Control Association in securing
the needed funds to sustain this ongoing work. The Corps wl|
continue to pursue the execution of all the Yazoo Basin projects
as rapidly as possible within avail abl e funds.

The Conm ssion appreciates the kind remarks concerning the
Vi cksburg District staff and the progress nmade as partners on
wat er resource projects in the Delta.

Thank you again for the presentation on behalf of your
| evee board. The Conmi ssion appreciates receiving your Vviews
and will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public
neet i ngs.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, US. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissi ppi
Ri ver Commi ssion



