
Dear Mr. Strole: 
 

Thank you for your presentation before the Mississippi 
River Commission during the public meeting held in St. Louis, 
Missouri, on August 15, 2003.  The Commission appreciates your 
positive comments relative to your relationship with the  
St. Louis District.  In your statement you addressed the 
Kaskaskia Watershed Association and the Upper Mississippi, 
Illinois Rivers Environmental Management Program (UMRS-EMP). 
 

The Commission appreciates the support that your  
department has contributed to the development of the Kaskaskia 
River Watershed Ecosystem Restoration and Resource Development 
Initiative.  The Commission supports this cooperative effort to 
manage the watershed in a sustainable manner that will promote 
the natural resources. 
 

The Commission recognizes your concerns relative to the 
appropriations to the UMRS-EMP program.  We continue to keep 
Congress informed relative to the additional capabilities  
within this program.  The EMP currently has six projects under 
construction with two scheduled for completion in 2004.  Sixteen 
additional projects are in various stages of design and will 
provide future habitat rehabilitation and enhancement.  The  
Long Term Resource Monitoring Program also continues to provide 
valuable information to scientists and managers on the upper 
Mississippi River. 
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The Commission appreciates receiving your comments and  
will be pleased to hear from you at our future public meetings. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 Don T. Riley 
 Brigadier General, U.S. Army 
 President Designee, Mississippi  
   River Commission 


