Dear M. Strole:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in St. Louis,
M ssouri, on August 15, 2003. The Comm ssi on appreci ates your
positive comments relative to your relationship with the
St. Louis District. 1In your statenent you addressed the
Kaskaski a Wat ershed Associ ation and the Upper M ssissippi,
I1linois Rivers Environnental Managenent Program (UVRS EMP)

The Conmi ssion appreciates the support that your
departnent has contributed to the devel opnent of the Kaskaski a
Ri ver \Wat ershed Ecosystem Restoration and Resource Devel opnent
Initiative. The Comm ssion supports this cooperative effort to
manage the watershed in a sustainable nanner that will pronote
t he natural resources.

The Conmmi ssion recogni zes your concerns relative to the
appropriations to the UVRS EMP program W continue to keep
Congress inforned relative to the additional capabilities
within this program The EMP currently has six projects under
construction with two schedul ed for conpletion in 2004. Sixteen
additional projects are in various stages of design and w |
provide future habitat rehabilitation and enhancenent. The
Long Term Resource Mnitoring Program al so continues to provide
val uabl e information to scientists and managers on the upper
M ssi ssi ppi River.

The Conm ssion appreciates receiving your comments and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssipp
Ri ver Conm ssion



