Dear M. Strohl:

Thank you for your statenent before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during the public neeting in Menphis, Tennessee, on
March 5, 2002, in which you discussed the need for the G and
Prairie Area Denonstration project.

As water levels continue to rapidly drop in both the Sparta
and Al luvial Aquifers, people are becom ng nore aware of the
severe water problens in the Gand Prairie area. These probl ens
are becom ng evident in other areas of the country that have
traditionally had abundant water. The Comm ssion appreciates
heari ng how t hese water shortages are affecting local citizens
and their concerns for the future.

The Grand Prairie Area Denonstration project was devel oped
to supply water to sustain irrigated agriculture and sustain the
aquifers into the future without harmng the environnment. The
Corps is currently working to construct the on-farm features of
the project with the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the
Arkansas Soil and Water Conservation Comm ssion, the Wiite River
Regional Irrigation Water Distribution District, and | ocal
citizens.

The President’s budget request for Fiscal Year 2003 does
not include funding to continue and/or conplete this effort.
The budget request for the Mssissippi R ver and Tributaries
project focuses on its main stem conponents and studi es and
proj ects whose outputs are related to flood control, navigation,
and environmental restoration.



The Comm ssi on appreci ates receiving your conments and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

President, M ssissippi R ver
Conmi ssi on



