Dear Ms. Story:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Tiptonville,
Tennessee, on August 19, 2002. In your statenent you asked
that the construction on the St. Johns Bayou- New Madrid Fl oodway
project begin immediately. You also pointed out the inpedi nment
fl oodi ng i nposes on the achi evenent of the Susanna Wesley Famly
Learning Center m ssion.

The Menphis District has requested water quality
certification fromthe state of Mssouri and is currently
assessing comments received from public coordination of the
final revised Supplenmental Environmental |npact Statenent
(SEI'S). The District expects to receive water quality
certification in Novenber 2002. Followi ng receipt of water
quality certification, a Record of Decision (ROD) will be
subm tted to the M ssissippi Rver Comm ssion. Signing of
the ROD by the Comm ssion's President Designhee, along with
water quality certification, would conplete the requirenents
for conpliance with the National Environnental Policy Act
(NEPA) and clear the way for initiation of construction of the
project. The Conm ssion and the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers
invite your input and that of other stakehol ders throughout the
i npl ement ati on process.

The Learning Center mission to inprove the quality of
lives, increase pride in |earning, and produce nore cohesive,
productive famlies in the area is certainly a worthy m ssion.
The Conmi ssion recogni zes your efforts in this natter.



Thank you again for your comrents during the hearing. The
Comm ssi on appreciates receiving your views and will be pleased
to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Brigadier General, US. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



