Dear M. Sout hern:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Caruthersville,
M ssouri, on April 2, 2001. In your statenent you expressed
the desire for the Corps to utilize both the Tel econmuni cations
Resource Center and the Rone Exhibit Hall during natural
di saster response operations and/ or exercises.

We agree that these facilities would be advantageous to
responders after a catastrophic earthquake in the New Madrid
Sei smic Zone. W have proposed the incorporation of these
facilities into our New Madrid Catastrophic Di saster Response
Pl an whi ch assigns specific responsibilities for the state of
M ssouri to the Kansas City District of the Corps of Engineers.
The Kansas City District has identified these facilities as
potential sites for |ocating forward depl oyed response
per sonnel .

We appreciate the diligence you have shown in natura
di sast er preparedness and response. The Conmi ssion | ooks
forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwi n J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssippi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



