Dear M. Sout hern:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Cairo, Illinois,
on March 4, 2002. |In your statenent you expressed the desire
for the Corps to join your organization in comunication
exercises to utilize satellite conmunication capability in
preparation for its use followi ng a catastrophic disaster

The Menmphis District will contact you to see if the
technol ogy can be integrated to all ow such exercises to occur.
The Chief of the Menphis District’s Tel ecommuni cati ons Branch
has al ready begun to nmake sone initial inquiries to see if the
capability exists. W agree that comuni cati ons between our
of fice, other Corps offices, the Federal Enmergency Managenent
Agency, the M ssouri State Energency Managenent Agency, and
the Delta Center would be advantageous to responders after a
catastrophi c eart hquake in the New Madrid Sei sm c Zone.

The Conmi ssion thanks you for the update you provided
regarding your facility's further enhancenments. It is stil
our intent to utilize the Delta Center in our New Madrid
Cat ast rophi ¢ Di saster Response Plan. As you know, this plan
assigns specific responsibilities for the state of Mssouri to
the Kansas City District. The Kansas City District’s current
draft plan incorporates the Delta Center as an energency field
of fice.

W appreciate the diligence you have shown in natura
di saster preparedness and response. The Conmm ssion | ooks
forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi River
Conmm ssi on



