Dear M. Skerrett:

Thank you for your statement filed for the record of the
public nmeeting of the M ssissippi R ver Conmission held in
Morgan City, Louisiana, on August 23, 2001, in which you
di scussed the Atchafal aya Basin Fl oodway System Loui si ana,
project, particularly the Buffal o Cove Water Managenent Unit
and Fiscal Year 2002 funding |evels.

The Corps of Engineers continues to pursue inplenentation
of water managenent unit features in the Atchafal aya Basin. The
New Orl eans District is currently pursuing several initiatives,
including: (a) nodifications to Bayou Eugene wthin the Buffalo
Cove Water Managenent Unit which is scheduled for construction
i n Novenber 2001; (b) planning for other features within the
Buf fal o Cove Water Managenent Unit, with construction planned
for late Fiscal Year 2002; and (c) planning for features within
the Flat Lake Water Managenent Unit beginning in Fiscal Year
2002. The construction schedul es for Bayou Eugene and Buffal o
Cove are dependent on obtaining rights-of-entry fromthe
property owners. All efforts are being fully coordinated with
t he Loui si ana Departnent of Natural Resources as the |ocal
sponsor and ot her stakehol ders to ensure that their requirenents
are consi dered and incorporated as appropriate into the overal
management pl an.

The Corps acknow edges your concerns about the need to fund
t he Atchafal aya Basi n Fl oodway System Loui siana, construction
project to its full capability. The President's budget
submi ssion for Fiscal Year 2002 includes $7.16 mllion, and



t he House and Senate have proposed $7.16 mllion and $8. 06
mllion, respectively. W appreciate the support you

requested fromthe President on this project. W have

revi sed our expressed capability up to the amount of $10 million
addi tional funds, if appropriated by the Conference Conmmttee.

Thank you again for providing your statenent for the
record. The Conmi ssion appreci ates receiving your views and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssi on



