Dear M. Skerrett:

Thank you for your statement filed for the record of the
M ssi ssi ppi Ri ver Commi ssion public neeting held in Houng,
Loui si ana, on August 23, 2002. In your submtted docunent you
hi ghl i ghted the inportance of inproving the Buffal o Cove Wter
Managenent Unit to local, state, and Federal stakehol ders.

The Buffal o Cove Water Managenent Unit (Buffalo Cove) is
the first of two “pilot” units that the U S. Arnmy Corps of
Engineers is authorized to construct in support of the water
managenent feature of the Atchafal aya Basin Fl oodway System
Loui siana, project. To date, the Corps has advanced a plan for
Phase 1 of Buffalo Cove that consists of constructing 10
el enents within the nanagenent unit area. |n accordance with
the project authority, these elenents are designed to introduce
fresh water into the Buffalo Cove area in a manner that wl|l
enhance the aquatic environnent within the area, thus prol onging
the life expectancy of the productive aquatic and cypress tupelo
habi t at .

The Corps has held several neetings with our partnering
resource agencies (Louisiana Departnent of Natural Resources,
Louisiana Wldlife and Fisheries, U S. Fish and Wldlife
Service, U S. Ceological Service, and Loui siana Depart nment
Agricultural and Forestry) to advance the goals and objectives
for each proposed elenment. The New Oleans District is
currently devel opi ng the necessary deci sion docunents and draft

9.

Proj ect Cooperation Agreenent (PCA) for Phase 1 of the Buffalo
Cove unit. Construction of Phase 1 is scheduled for late Fisca
Year 2003, contingent upon approval of the decision docunents,
execution of the PCA, provision of sufficient funding and
programm ng authority to the New Orleans District, and

acqui sition of the necessary real estate interests.

Thank you again for submitting your statenent for the
record at the Houma hearing. The Conm ssion appreciates
recei ving your comments and | ooks forward to hearing fromyou at
our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,



Don T. Riley

Brigadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Pr esi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver Commi ssion



