Dear M. Sanders:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Geenville,
M ssi ssi ppi, on August 21, 2001. In your statenent you
expressed gratitude concerning the effectiveness of flood
protection inprovenents in the Delta and praised the Corps
for its responsiveness to ensure that flood protection does
not cone at the cost of human health and the environnent.
You al so di scussed the environnental challenges being faced
on the unconstructed Sunfl ower River Channel Mintenance and
Yazoo Backwat er projects and expressed the need to nove forward
Wi th these projects.

The Conmi ssi on appreci ates your comrents concerning the
Vi cksburg District's efforts in conjunction with the Levee
Boards as partners on the Upper Yazoo and Upper Steele Bayou
projects. Currently, there are two itens of work under
construction on t he Upper Steele Bayou, Channel Item 3 and

Swan Lake Phase V. Item 3 is scheduled for conpletion in
Oct ober 2001 and Swan Lake Phase V was recently awarded.
These two work itens will conplete the final construction

on the Upper Steele Bayou.

The Vicksburg District also has two itens of work under
construction on the Upper Yazoo projects, Channel Itens 4A and
4B. Item 4B is ahead of schedule and Item 4A should be conplete
this cal endar year. Conpletion of this work will extend the
benefits of the Upper Yazoo projects to Geenwood and wil
afford the flood control reservoirs an inproved outlet channel.



The next itemof work is Channel |Item 5A, scheduled for award in
April 2002. The Corps is conmitted to conpletion of the Upper
Yazoo projects, and with your continued support this needed

fl ood reduction project will soon be a reality.

In regard to the Sunfl ower Mintenance and Yazoo Backwat er
projects, the Corps is comritted to answering environnental
chal | enges by providing projects dedicated to sustaining the
environment while giving full consideration to flood damage
reduction for residents of the Delta. The Corps renains
commtted to executing these projects to the fullest extent
consistent wth the appropriations contained in the Federal
budget each year

Thank you again for your coments before the Conm ssion.
We appreciate receiving your views and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Pr esi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssipp
Ri ver Comm ssi on



