Dear M. Sabi ns:

Thank you for the statement filed for the record of the
M ssi ssi ppi River Conmi ssion public neeting in Houma, Louisiana,
on August 23, 2002, in regard to the Lower M ssissippi R ver
Resource Assessnent .

The Conmi ssion acknowl edges the key role of the Lower
M ssi ssi ppi River Conservation Conmttee and ot her key
st akehol ders in obtaining the authority for the U S. Arny Corps
of Engineers to performthe Lower M ssissippi R ver Resource
Assessment in Section 402 of the Water Resources Devel opnment
Act of 2000. The Conm ssion continues to underscore the need
for the assessnments. However, funding for this assessnment was
not included in the Fiscal Year 2003 President's general
i nvestigations budget request. To date, funding for this
assessnent is not included in either the House or Senate

versions of the Fiscal Year 2003 appropriations bill; however,
action of Congress on the appropriations bill has not been
conpl et ed.

The Corps of Engineers net with the executive conmttee of
the Lower M ssissippi River Conservation Conmttee on June 13,
2002, to discuss a proposed Federal, state, and | ocal framework
and col | aborative strategy. The Corps wll continue to work
with the Commttee and the Governors of affected states to
provide its professional expertise in developing this inportant
initiative once the assessnent receives an appropriation.
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Thank you again for submtting your statenent for the
record of our public neeting. W |look forward to hearing from
you at our future Conm ssion neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley
Brigadi er General, U S. Arny
Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp



Ri ver Comm ssion



