Dear M. Rutl edge:

Thank you for your statenment before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during the public neeting in Hel ena, Arkansas, on
April 3, 2001. In your statement you di scussed how the White
Ri ver Navi gation project would provide an econom cal benefit to
the White River Valley. Additionally, you expressed your view
that the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service is actively canpai gni ng
agai nst the project with no scientific information to back up
the all egati ons.

The Conmi ssion recogni zes the need for the navigation
i nprovenents along the Wiite River and supports the tinely
conpl etion of the reevaluation of the authorized project.
However, as you are probably aware, the President’s budget
request for Fiscal Year 2002 does not include any funding to
conplete the reevaluation. G ven the |arge backlog of funding
needed to conpl ete construction projects already underway, the
budget focuses on conpl eting these ongoi ng projects.

In regard to your assertion concerning the U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service efforts, you nay be assured that the Corps of
Engineers will continue to work with all resource agencies to
present the project facts and benefits. Once the reeval uation
report is conpleted, a public release of the project findings
will be rmade.

The Comm ssi on appreci ates receiving your conments and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssippi
Ri ver Commi ssi on



