Dear M. Royer:

Thank you for your comments before the M ssissippi R ver
Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Menphis, Tennessee,
on August 20, 2001. In your statenent you addressed the uni que
recreational opportunities afforded by the M ssissippi R ver and
di scussed the inportance of clean air and fresh water.

The Conm ssion agrees with you that the M ssissippi River
is a unique resource that can accommodate a w de range of bene-
ficial public uses, whether conmercial navigation, recreation,
or a host of others. W commend your efforts toward el evating
the visibility and inportance of the M ssissippi R ver for
recreation and for providing opportunities for people to
"reconnect” with the mghty Mssissippi. W agree with you that
clean air and fresh water are very inportant not only to the
environnment but also to the econony.

We thank you for the articles on the M ssissippi River and
its inpacts on the sports of cycling, canoeing, and kayaki ng.
Thank you again for your participation in our hearing. W
appreci ate receiving your views and | ook forward to hearing
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, US. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmmi ssi on



