Dear M. Roberson:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissippi
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public nmeeting held in Menphis,
Tennessee, on August 20, 2001. In your statenment you discussed
the Graveyard Sl ough-H ghway 21 cul vert replacenent; the
Reel f oot Lake project; the proposed Northwest Tennessee Regi onal
Har bor at Cates Landing; and the Fritz Landing cul vert.

The Contractor initiated work on the G aveyard Sl ough-
Hi ghway 21 cul vert replacenent on June 26, 2001. The work is
progressing, and conpletion of this project is expected during
t he next construction season.

The Preconstruction Engi neeri ng and Desi gn phase for
Reel foot Lake is essentially conplete. Preparation of plans
and specifications for the first itemof work, the spillway,
is scheduled for conpletion this nmonth. Devel opnent of a
prelimnary operations plan for the |ake and a fl oodi ng i npact
anal ysis on agricultural |ands due to proposed spillway opera-
tions are also near conpletion. Although the operations plan
and fl ooding inmpact anal ysis indicate m ninmal adverse inpacts
from constructi on and subsequent operation of the new spillway,
Kentucky agricultural interests continue to oppose the project.
The President's budget request for Fiscal Year 2002 does not
i ncl ude new start funding to construct the project.



In regard to the proposed harbor at old Cates Landing, the
Menphis District was scheduled to conplete the study in June
2001. However, M. Jimy WIIianson, Chairman of the Northwest
Tennessee Port Authority, requested that the Corps delay conple-
tion of the study in order for his organization to identify
additional interested port service users. The Menphis District
has granted his request and, accordingly, has del ayed conpl etion
of the study. The District staff will keep you apprised of this
matter.

The Menphis District is currently conducting a hydraulic
eval uation of the Fritz Landing culvert. After conpletion of
this evaluation, the Menphis District staff will advise you of
the results.

The Commi ssi on appreciates receiving your views and wi ||
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssi on



