Dear M. Roberson:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissippi
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Caruthersville,
M ssouri, on April 2, 2001. In your statenent you expressed
support for the proposed Northwest Tennessee Regi onal Harbor
at Cates Landing and di scussed the Reel foot Lake project and
the H ghway 21 culvert repair.

As you are aware, the Menphis District is currently
conducti ng engi neering, econom c, and environnmental studies to
determine the feasibility of a harbor at Cates Landing. The
feasibility report is scheduled to be conpleted in June 2001.
The Comm ssion recogni zes the inportance of this proposed
project to the econony of the tri-county area and supports an
expedi tious conpletion of the feasibility study and
determ nation of Federal interest.

The Menphis District initiated Preconstruction Engi neering
and Design on Reelfoot Lake in Septenber 2000. This work wil|
i nclude preparation of plans and specifications for the first
itemof work, the spillway. Also included will be the devel op-
ment of an operations plan for the | ake and a fl oodi ng i npact
anal ysis of the proposed spillway and its operations on
agricultural lands adjacent to the |ake. Construction of the
Reel f oot Lake project can be initiated when funds are nade
avai l able. As you are probably aware, the President’s Budget
request for Fiscal Year 2002 does not include funds for new
start construction on this project. The budget request placed
priority on funding ongoing construction projects rather than
the initiation of new ones.



In regard to the H ghway 21 cul vert replacenment, the
Menphis District awarded the construction contract in Novenber
2000. The contractor’s Notice to Proceed was issued in Apri
2001, and construction is expected to begin in My 2001.

The Conmi ssion appreciates receiving your views and wi ||
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, US. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissi ppi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



