Dear M. Revis:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public nmeeting in Hel ena, Arkansas,
on April 3, 2001. In your statenent you discussed three
specific issues: (a) work to correct the adverse navigation
condi ti ons
at Mle 599 on the Mssissippi River at the nmouth of the Wite
Ri ver; (b) reduced mai ntenance spending that is reflected in the
Adm ni stration's Fiscal Year 2002 budget for waterway devel op-
ment; and (c) the need for dissem nation of accurate information
about water devel opnent projects under study by the Corps of
Engi neers, such as a video presentation to show a river's annual
hydr ol ogi cal cycle.

The Menphis District is continuing to work toward
devel oping a solution that will inprove navigation conditions at
the mouth of the Wiite River for all concerned. The Menphis
District has obtained a mcro nodel study by the St. Louis
District and a navigation nodel by the Engi neer Research and
Devel opnent Center to help evaluate the nouth of the Wite
River. The Corps believes that the solution to the navigation
problemis seven bendway weirs, five upstream of the confl uence
and two downstream

The M ssissippi Valley Division (MD) and the Menphis
District net with the River Industry Executive Task Force and
ot her concerned parties on April 26, 2001, to share information
and m nimze adverse inpacts to the tow ng industry during con-
struction. |In accordance with your tel ephone conversation on
May 14, 2001, with M. Louis Logue, Chief of Operations, MD
and the staff of the Menphis District, you will be apprised of
the changes in contract award and construction schedul e.



We share your concern regarding the reduced mai nt enance
funding reflected in the President's Fiscal Year 2002 budget
request. The Conmi ssion heard simlar concerns voiced by
others during the recent public hearings.

In regard to your comrent on the need for a video that
shows a river's hydrol ogical cycle, the M ssissippi River

Conmi ssion and Menphis District staffs will investigate the
feasibility of preparing such a video. The Menphis District
wi || keep you advised on the progress of this nmatter.

The Commi ssi on appreciates receiving your views and wi ||
be pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssi on



