Dear M. Rei d:

Thank you for your presentation during the public neeting
of the M ssissippi R ver Comm ssion in Vicksburg, M ssissippi
on March 6, 2002. In your statenent you di scussed M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver restoration strategies.

You nmentioned two studies in your conments, the upper river
Envi ronnent al Managenent Program (EMP) and the Lower M ssissipp
Ri ver Resources Assessnent (LMRRA). Both have significant
potential for beneficial ecosystem managenent. The Comni ssion
agrees that the level of effort and conmtnent to the
envi ronment al aspects of these two projects are very inportant,
particularly in light of the newy rel eased Environnenta
Operating Principles (EOPs) used to guide the Corps in all of
its work. The EOPs were formally announced on March 26, 2002,
and a copy is enclosed for your information. You may al so
access these principles at the Corps’ web page at
www, hg. usace.arny. ml.

The Corps’ commtnment to the environnent is strong;
however, the funding |levels for these projects are limted,
with many interests conpeting for the Federal dollar. The EMP
on the upper M ssissippi R ver has not been funded to the
aut hori zed levels since its inception. The LVMRRA project,
whil e authorized in the Water Resources Devel opnent Act of 2000,
is not yet funded. W have received letters of intent from al
states involved to share costs on the LMRRA when a Feder al
interest is identified.
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Thank you again for your presentation and support. W
appreciate receiving your views and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier Ceneral, U S Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi River
Conmi ssi on



Encl osure



