Dear M. Reed:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Caruthersville,
M ssouri, on April 2, 2001. In your statenent you di scussed
several recommendations for the Comm ssion's consideration.

W recogni ze your concerns regarding shoreline erosion
and bank caving problens associated with the Shy Island Levee.
As you know, the Corps of Engineers conpleted stabilization to
the bank line adjacent to the Sny Island Levee | ast fiscal year.
During river engineering inspections, the Corps eval uates | oca-
tions for conmtting operation and nmai ntenance funds to maintain
t he navigation project. The Sny Levee is anong those | ocations.

We appreciate your support of the Flood Fl ow Frequency
Study currently underway as a joint venture by the St. Paul,
Rock Island, and St. Louis Districts.

The Corps of Engineers is review ng the March 2001 report
by the National Research Council (NRC) on the Upper M ssissipp
Ri ver Navigation Study. The Secretary of the Arny requested
the NRC review. The Corps and the newy established Nati onal
Federal Senior Principals Task Force will consider the NRC
report in revising the Project Study Plan (PSP) that will set
the course to conplete this conplex System Feasibility Study.
This revised PSP will be approved by the Corps of Engineers
and will establish a revised study schedul e and cost esti mate.



The National Federal Senior Principals Task Force was
established by the Corps of Engineers with the purpose of
provi ding national -1 evel bal ance and gui dance on i nportant
econom ¢ and environnental issues to assist in bringing this
study to conpletion. Menbership on this Task Force includes
the Departnent of Agriculture (Transportation and Marketing
Prograns), Department of Interior (Fish and Wldlife Service),
Environnmental Protection Agency (O fice of Wetlands, Qceans
and Wat ersheds), Departnment of Transportation (Maritine
Adm ni stration), and Corps of Engineers (Planning and Policy
Division). This group net three tines during March and Apri
2001 and will continue to be engaged throughout the study
process. A regional group has al so been convened fromthe
staff of these agencies to provide nulti-agency oversi ght and
gui dance to the study and provide input to the Principals Task
Force process.

Thank you again for your comments before the Commi ssion.
We appreciate receiving your views and wll be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



