Dear M. Rankins:

Thank you for your statenent filed for the record of
the M ssissippi River Conm ssion public neeting in Vicksburg,
M ssi ssi ppi, on April 4, 2001, in which you discussed the
Geenville mat loading facilities and the inpact of the
potential nove of the unit fromyour city.

In January of this year, after consideration of findings
by Managenent Analysis, Inc., the Menphis District Conmander
requested approval fromthe M ssissippi Valley Division
Commander to close the Geenville Engi neer Yard (GEY), thereby
physically transferring personnel and equi pnent of the
G eenvill e-based mat | oading unit to the Ensley Engineer Yard
| ocated in Menphis. The Menphis District requested that this
action be taken to i nprove operational efficiency and reduce
overal |l programcosts. The Corps mat casting field, an unmanned
facility also located in Geenville, still has a large inventory
of concrete mat that will be used to supply revetnent needs for
at least the next 5 to 8 years. The District's request to close
GEY has been reviewed by the Division staff. However, at this
time, the Division has not approved the request as we conti nue
to evaluate the input we have received before making a final
decision. The Menphis District staff will contact you when a
decision i s nade.

The Conmi ssion appreciates receiving your coments and
w il be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssippi
Ri ver Commi ssi on



