Dear M. Pitre:

Thank you for your comments during the M ssissippi R ver
Commi ssi on public neeting in Houma, Louisiana, on August 23,
2002. In your statenent you expressed concern with the coastal
erosi on problens of south Louisiana. Particularly, you praised
the efforts taken under the authority of the Breaux Act and
expressed support for the continuation of these efforts under
t he Coast 2050 or Louisiana Coastal Area (LCA) plan. You also
requested the continued support of the Comm ssion for this
conpr ehensi ve coastw de effort.

The Comm ssion realizes the inportance of this effort and
will continue to support the LCA plan as directed by Congress.
The New Orleans District, in conjunction with the Louisiana
Departnent of Natural Resources as the sponsor, is currently
conpleting feasibility studies for two conponent projects of the
LCA Conprehensive Plan. Draft feasibility reports for the
Barataria Basin Wetland Creation and Restoration Study and the
Barataria Basin Barrier Shoreline Restoration are nearing
conpletion, and the final reports will be finished on a schedul e
that will allow these projects to be considered for
aut hori zation in a potential 2004 Water Resources Devel opnent
Act .

The Conmi ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and
| ooks forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssi on



