Dear M. Pfeiffer:

Thank you for participating in the Mssissippi River
Commi ssion public neeting held in Marquette, |lowa, on
August 12, 2002.

The Conmmi ssion agrees whol eheartedly that all aspects of
the river are inportant. Managenent of the river system nust
i ncl ude consi deration of commercial and recreational interests,
as well as protecting wildlife. As a long-tine resident of the
area, you know that recreation on the Mssissippi Rver is an
i nportant and val uable part of people’ s lives. You have noted
that the demand for recreation facilities is increasing while
the opportunities are dw ndling.

W agree that dredged naterial is an excellent source
for creating and mai ntai ni ng beaches for recreational use.
When pl aced for beach nourishnment, however, dredged materi al
must not be subject to secondary novenent and deposition in
areas where it will adversely affect fish and wildlife habitat.
The St. Paul District, US. Arny Corps of Engineers, intends
to continue working with state and Federal resource agencies
to devel op plans to provide recreational opportunities by
usi ng dredged material or reshaping existing sites.

In response to coments nmade at the public neeting, the
Corps has already arranged with other agencies to use materi al
dredged this year near CGuttenberg, lowa, to enhance three
beaches in that area. For the long term the Corps will revisit
a recreational beach plan originally devel oped in 1986 for the
pool 10 reach. One limtation for providing dredged nateri al
beaches in pool 10 is the | ow volune of dredging performed in
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that pool. Most of the dredging is concentrated just upstream
of Guttenberg. The Corps nust have a nearby dredging
requirenent in order to use its resources to establish new
beaches or the Corps can partner with |ocal sponsors in

devel opnment of cost-sharing opportunities for maintenance

and creation of beaches w thin pool 10.

The Conmi ssion val ues your views and comments. W | ook
forward to your continued participation as we work to address



t he many econom c, environnental, and recreational issues of
t he upper M ssissippi River.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi River
Conmi ssi on



