Dear M. Paurus:

Thank you for the statenment made on your behal f by
M. Russell Eichman before the M ssissippi River Conm ssion
during the public neeting held in St. Paul, M nnesota, on
August 11, 200S3.

We share your commitnent to adequately fund water
resources infrastructure devel opnent, maintenance, and repair.
The Comm ssion recogni zes that there currently are conpeting
interests for Federal funding, including the war on terrorism
hormel and security, and the requirenment to bal ance the Federal
budget. W concur in your observations that the U S. Arny Corps
of Engi neers has the personnel, experience, and skills necessary
to manage the Nation’s water resources.

The Conmm ssion appreciates receiving the views of the
Upper M ssissippi Waterway Association and will be pleased to
hear from your organi zation at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion

Copy furnished separately to:

M. Russell Ei chman

Chai rman of the Board

Upper M ssissippi Wat erway Associ ation
P. O, Box 7006

St. Paul, M nnesota 55107



