Dear M. Overbey:

Thank you for your remarks before the M ssissippi River
Commi ssion during our public nmeeting held on April 7, 2003, in
Cape G rardeau, M ssouri

The Commission is pleased that you are satisfied with the
assi stance, cooperation, and support that the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers has provided, both fromthe St. Louis and Menphis
Districts, in the operation of the Southeast Mssouri Port. As you
are well aware, this project has a Federal responsibility to dredge
t he approach channel and the authorized channel within the port.
Adm ni stration policy precludes budgeting for shallow draft harbors
and | ow commercial use harbors and channels. Historically, there
has been an annual requirenment for dredging to maintain the project
dept h.

Bal ancing the interests within the M ssissippi Valley remains
a challenge, and the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers will continue its
efforts to neet the flood control, navigation, and environnmental
needs.

The Commi ssi on appreci ates receiving your views and will be
pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Rley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssi on



